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As we approach the Summer break it doesnôt seem possible that another academic year has 
flown by! The last week of term has been activities week, where a massive amount of enrichment 
activities have been undertaken. Students have spent the week involved in themed days run by 
departments, Yr10 work experience, Sixth form employer interviews, Yr9 Duke of Edinburgh 
expeditions, Yr7 Plas Caerdeon residential, an expedition to Borneo and visits to various leisure 
venues on Thursday. 
 
As I know you are aware we were visited by Ofsted at the start of June and we were thrilled with 
the very positive report that stated ñthis school continues to be good.ò Inspectors made 
comments such as , óteaching is good and improvingô, ósafeguarding is effective and there is a 
strong culture of safeguardingô ,ôstaff are proud to work at Idsallô and órelationships are strong and 
pupils trust their teachersô There is no doubt that Ofsted inspections get tougher each year and I 
feel it is a real compliment to staff, students and  parents that we have been judged good at our 
last three inspections spanning nine years! 
 
We have worked very closely with the Local Authority to get Coppice Green Lane widened, to 
ensure coaches can pass safely, without having to mount the pavement. The work to widen the 
road will start on Monday 24th July and will continue throughout the Summer holidays and 
possibly into the start of next term. The road will be closed from the island to the exit gate while 
work is being carried out but there will be access from the other end of Coppice Green Lane. If 
work continues into next term the Local Authority have assured us they will allow access but only 
for school coaches. 
 
We have 3 members of staff leaving us this Summer for other teaching positions; Mrs Harris from 
Maths and Mr and Mrs Kettle from Science. We also have two members of staff who retire this 
Summer with a combined service to Idsall of 57 years; Mrs Gough our Head of Technology has 
been at Idsall School for 21 years and Mr Chrimes our Head of Sixth Form has been at Idsall for 
a remarkable 36 years. We wish them both a happy and well deserved retirementð thank you for 
your service and the massive impact youôve had on so many young peopleôs lives! 
 
I would like to wish everybody a well deserved Summer break and I look forward to another  
successful year. 
 
Pete Bourton 
Headteacher 

 

AUTUMN Term Dates: 

Autumn Terms starts for Year 7 and 12: Tuesday 5th September 

Autumn Terms starts for Year 8, 9,10 and 11: Wednesday 6th September 

Autumn Term Starts for Year 13: Monday 11th September (Work Shadowing)  

PD DAY: Friday 20th October (school closed to all pupils) 

Half term: Monday 23rd October to Friday 27th October 

End of Autumn Term: Monday 18th December 



IDSALL DOES IT 
AGAIN 

 
Idsall School has once again been rated as óGoodô when 
visited by Her Majestyôs Inspectors (OFSTED) on 7th 
June 2017. 
  
Headteacher, Pete Bourton, said: ñWeôre extremely pleased with the report and the 
extremely positive comments within it; to get a Good again at a time when the 
Government has raised the bar in terms of inspection standards is excellent. 
ñI feel it reflects the positive moves weôve been making and confirms that weôre a 
good school. The students are making fantastic progress and they are doing that 
because of the very high standard of teaching and learning in the school. 
ñIôm particularly pleased that the inspectors have reported that teaching is good and 
improving and that there is a strong culture of safeguarding in the school. This 
reflects the dedication of our staff and the nurturing atmosphere of our school.ò 
 
Some of the incredibly positive judgements made by Ofsted were: 

Ý There is a strong culture of safeguarding within the school through the 
effective systems that are in place. 

Ý Teaching is good and improving. 

Ý Pupils feel safe in school. 

Ý The school is orderly, calm and well managed. 

Ý Leaders, including governors, have a clear understanding of the schoolôs 
strengths and weaknesses, and are well informed about pupilôs 
experiences in the school. 

Ý Senior Leaders and other Leaders at the school have a shared vision and 
have convincingly demonstrated determination and capacity to improve 
the school. 

Ý The Student Support Base provides valuable intervention for groups of 
pupils and is used for academic support as well as developing self-
esteem. 

Ý Leaders have ensured that the PHSE programme prepares pupils well for 
life in modern Britain. 

Former Student Excels 
 

This term Mr Bourton received this wonderful email from the mother of former Idsall 
student, Joseph Whitten: 
 

We thought the Sixth Form teachers may like to know that Joseph has just received 
his final university results and secured a First in Computer Science at Newcastle 
University, and has been offered a place at Cambridge University to study an MSc in 
Computer Science. 
The fact that Joseph studied at Idsall which gave him the educational foundation and 
ability to believe in himself goes a long way to him achieving the result he has. 
A massive thank you to all those teachers who supported Joe throughout his 
education. 
 
It is always lovely to hear how former students are getting on. If you would like to 
let us know any news, please email hbettelley@idsall.shropshire.sch.uk  



Donôt mess with Mr Thorley! 
 
Mr Thorley recently represented England as part of the 
Veterans Squad at the ITF Taekwondo European 
Championships in Liverpool in April. 

 
He had a successful 
competition, returning with 
3 silver medals (Individual 
3rd Dan Patterns; Veterans 
Team Patterns and 
Veterans Team Sparring). 
 
He is now working towards 
achieving national 
selection again for next 
yearôs European 
Championships in Estonia. 
 

Idsallôs Medal Horde at 
Maths Challenge 

 
 
Pupils at Idsall School achieved 5 Golds, 11 Silvers and 33 
Bronzes in this yearôs UKMT Maths Challenges. Over 450 000 
pupils from across the UK sat the Challenges, and nationally, 
the top 6% were awarded a gold certificate, the next 13% 
silver and the next 21% bronze. Well done to all those who participated this year! 
 
The pupils who gained the most marks in their year were: 

Year 7: Tymon 
Year 8: Cole 
Year 9: Flynn 
Year 10: Alex 

 
 

Here are some sample questions from this yearôs challenges: 
 
¶ In William Shakespeareôs play As You Like It, Rosalind speaks to Orlando about 

ñhe that will divide a minute into a thousand partsò. Which of the following is 
equal to the number of seconds in one thousandth of one minute? 

 A   0.24  B   0.6  C   0.024  D   0.06   
 E   0.006 
 
¶ Which of the following is not the sum of two primes? 
 A    5   B    7   C    9  D    11 E    13 
 
Turn to the back page for the answers. 



Late-night texting 
detrimental to adolescent 

mental health 
 

(Article from Mental Health Today, 31 May 2017) 

 

óPoor sleep quality due to late-night texting or calling has been linked to an increase 
in depression and low self-esteem in adolescents, say researchers. 
A study of 1,101 Australian secondary school students aged between 13 and 16 
years found that those who reported high levels of night-time mobile phone use also 
reported higher levels of depression, externalising behaviour and low self-esteem 
after a year. 
Mobile phone usage was seen to increase as adolescents progressed through school. 
Sleep was disrupted due to the bright light from screens disrupting the natural sleep 
circadian rhythm and messages received spiking cognitive and emotional arousal 
before sleep. 
The researchers stressed that adolescents should use clocks instead of mobile 
phones for alarms and that parents should educate children by demonstrating good 
habits with their phones themselves.ô 
 
This study was published by the Society for Research in Child Development 
 

Player Profile: Ice 
HockeyðTeagan 
 
Hiding her light under a bushel, Teagan has been 
playing competitive ice hockey for six and a half 
years for Telford Tigers where, for the last four 
years she has been the U13 goalie. 
 
She has competed in the Telford Tournament 
every year and Teaganôs talent has not gone 
unnoticed. In 2016, she was spotted and went to 
play at the England Girlsô U14 School of Excellence.  
 
2017 has seen even greater successes for Teagan. 
She has been selected for the Reserve Team for 
the England Girlsô U15 School of Excellence, placed 
3rd in the Godiva Cup in Coventry and travelled to 

Tilburgh in Holland for an international ice hockey tournament. 
 
This summer Teagan will be on her travels again, this time having been selected to 
attend a six day camp and challenges in Finland organised by the English Ice Hockey 
Association. 
 
Well done Teagan! 



Idsall School Counselling  
Service 

The trained counsellors at Idsall School are registered members of the British Association for 
Counselling and Psychotherapy.  They aim to provide a service where individual students feel 
welcomed and able to explore their concerns, options for change or develop better ways of coping in 
order to enjoy a greater sense of wellbeing.  Students may want to explore different issues such as 
anxiety, bereavement, relationship difficulties, stress, depression, trauma, anger or confidence.   
Whatever is troubling a student, it may be worth spending some time exploring what is happening in 
an environment where there is professional support.   This process may enable students to seek out 
solutions that they are comfortable with.   A studentôs first appointment with a counsellor starts with 
a discussion to decide whether or not counselling may be helpful.  Both the student and counsellor 
may then choose to enter into a counselling agreement or contract.  Appointments always take place 
during school sessions and students may choose to end counselling at any time. 

óAll the worldôs a stageééô 
 
On a hot Friday afternoon in May, Miss Carterôs classroom 
was transformed into a misty moor, a corrupt castle and a 
bloody battlefield.  
 
During one of their English lessons, Miss Carter and 7A1 
hosted their very own production of William Shakespeareôs 
óMacbethô; the play involved lots of preparation including 
set design, costumes and rehearsals. Thanks to Abi and 
Amilia, the script 
was very authentic 
and covered all of 

the famous scenes of the play. During the 
preparation, they even had a tree delivery for 
the set, organised by Adam Turner and his 
mum! 
 
On the day they were joined by English 
Department VIPs including Mrs Stevenson, 
Mr Dangerfield, Mrs Turner, Mrs Horrell and 
Mrs Cox, who were shown to their seats by 
members of the cast - in character of course!  
 
Act 1 saw the three witches - played by 
£sher, Holly and Sonia - prophesise that 
Macbeth would be King and saw Macbeth himself - played by Josh - murder King 
Duncan (Adam) in his bed. During the interval, refreshments were served by Mrs 
Turner and students, in character, served nibbles. 
Following the respite, Act Two saw the demise of Lady 

Macbeth, played by Chloe, including 
her desperate óhand washingô. 
Culminating in a dramatic fight scene, 
the play ended with Macbethôs death on 
the battlefield and Macduffôs (Thomas 
Stubbs) ówoman bornô speech. The final 
scene of the play saw the crowning of 
King Malcolm, heroically played by Mr 
Dangerfield, and a hearty cheer: óAll 
hail King Malcolm!ô All hail the Bard! 
 



Iceland Trip Easter Holidays 2017 
 

 

During the Easter Holidays, 
the Geography Department 
took a group of students to 
Iceland. Departing from 
Birmingham airport we 
arrived in Reykjavik to very 
cold temperaturesðwe were 
all glad we packed many 
layers to keep us warm 
during the week.  

 

 

Whilst on the trip, we 
travelled hundreds of 
miles to the north of 
Iceland, taking in the 
breath-taking scenery 
on the way. We were 
amazed by how 
different the landscape 
is from the UK and how 
remote the country is. 
En route we stopped off 
at some traditional 
Icelandic Turf houses 
and even got the 
opportunity to play in 
the snow. There was so 
much snow.  

 

 

In the north of Iceland we 
visited Myvatn Nature Baths, 
which is a geothermal pool 
which is rich in silica. This 
was one of the highlights of 
the trip. From here we could 
see the Hverfjall crater which 
is 420m high and last erupted 
2,500 years ago. Another 
highlight of the trip was 
getting to visit Dettifoss 
Waterfall. The road to 
Dettifoss is often shut in the 
winter because there is too 



much snow, but luckily for us it was 
open. On this day we experienced 
the coldest temperatures of the trip, 
-5ÁC! When we got to Dettifoss 
parts of the waterfall was frozen 
due to how cold it was.  

 

On our return to Reykjavik we saw 
visited the Namafjall mudpools, 
which smelt of rotten egg due to the 
sulphurous mud. This trip was a 
once in a lifetime experience and 
none of us will ever forget how 
amazing the landscape and scenery 
was.  



This year itôs not just the Year 13 
Leaversô Ball... 
 
 
The annual Year 13 Leavers Ball was held on Friday, 19th May at Haughton Hall. As 
you can see the event was held in a beautifully decorated marquee in the grounds of 
the hotel. As always, the students were elegantly dressed and enjoyed a wonderful 
evening.  
 
This was the 25th Leavers Ball and the final one for Mr Jonathan Chrimes, Head of 
Sixth Form, who is retiring at the end of the summer term.  

 
The evening began at 7.30pm with 
official photographs, followed by a 
delicious three course meal. The official 
part of the evening began with a speech 
by Mr Chrimes, followed by a beautiful 

song from Miss Brennan. This was followed 
by a response from Jonny Birkett the Chair of 
the Sixth Form Committee and then the 
highlight of the formal part of the eveningð
the highly anticipated poem written by Mr 
Chrimes.  

 
The poem is all about the 
students in the year group 
and they look forward to it 
with great excitement and 
just a little trepidation!  
 
After this it was party time 
and the dance floor was 
packed from then on until 
midnight when the Ball drew 
to a close.  



 



Idsall, Harry Potter and the 
Shropshire Star. 

 

Itôs not often that the Shropshire Star 
phone up and ask for our helpéhowever, 
they did and we did.  
 
The Shropshire Star wanted to do an 
article about Harry Potterôs 20th 
anniversary of the publication of the first 
book óHarry Potter and the Philosopherôs 
Stone.ô 
 
On Saturday 24th June, there was a 
whole two page spread with five of our 
fabulous pupils centre stage giving their 
thoughts on Harry Potter. It was a lovely 
article in the newspaper regarding Harry 
Potter and our pupils Ivana, Kayleigh, 

Lewis, Callum and Hari (who werenôt even a twinkle in their parentsô eye in 1997) 
and their ponderings on HP. 
  
Kayleigh says that she identified with Hermione Grainger as sheôs smart, clever and, 
towards the end, she likes to break the rules. 
 
Hari loved the films, but thought that the books are always better. ñYou can just 
paint a picture in your mind.ò 
 
Ivana is relatively new to Harry Potter; it was a friend who introduced her to Harry 
Potter.  ñItôs not just magical, thereôs a story behind it.ò 
 
Lewis said that the books dealt with the pressures of growing up, exams and the 
suchlike. ñIt brings you out of reality; it sucks you in.ò 
 
Callum got hooked after his friends recommended it, and asserted ñItôs an 
alternative reality existing in ours that we donôt know about. I like that.ò 
 
So, if you havenôt read Harry Potter ï give it a go over the summer holidays. Your 
local library is bound to have a copy.  
 
  
Photo courtesy of Shropshire Star. And thank you to our volunteer interviewees! 

End of an era for DofE. 
 
It is with much sadness that the Duke of Edinburghôs Award team and students at 
Idsall say goodbye to Mr Norman Hall who can only be described as a true friend, a 
mentor and logistical genius from whom we have all learned a huge amount.  
 
Mr Hall will be retiring at the end of the summer term and has plans to acquire a 
motorhome, the intention being for he and his wife to travel far and wideðinitially in 
the UK and then further afield to Europe.  
 
Good luck for your well deserved retirement and the next step in your lifeôs journey. 



óIôve had the Chrimes of my lifeô 
 
After 36 years, Mr Chrimes is leaving on a jet plane, taking that midnight train to 
Georgia and saying goodbye yellow brick road.  We, in Idsall Sixth Form, would like 
to thank you for being a friend ï we all have a whole lotta love for you. Although at 
times weôve been dazed and confused, we know that, when the levee breaks, the 
way you do the things you do will have helped us to be simply the best we can 
be.  We all hope that you can go your own way remembering your glory days at 
Idsall and knowing that things can only get better!   
 
Enjoy your retirement ï shine on you crazy 
diamond!  

 



Young enterprise 
 

Year 9 Ryman National Enterprise Challenge 
The whole of year 9 undertaking round 1 in the school sports hall, with team RyPoint 
winning and going through to the final. Successful students were: Sophie, Hannah, 
Ellen and Mollie. 

  

 
 
 
Year 8 Ryman National  
Enterprise                                               

 
Freight firm supports enterprising Shropshire students 

 
Shropshire shipping specialist Global Freight has sponsored all 220 students in Year 
8 to enter the Ryman National Enterprise Challenge, the biggest schoolsô enterprise 
education competition in the UK. 
 
Teams of six will compete to solve a business challenge during their heat on April 5, 
with one team from the school being selected to go through to the final at Telfordôs 
International Centre on July 4. 
 
The Key Stage 3 students will be working on a challenge set by the Alton Towers 
Resort, based on its new ride Galactica, the worldôs first virtual reality rollercoaster. 
 
The students will be set the task of developing a new live attraction to aid the rideôs 
promotion. They will need to consider where their new attraction will be based, how 
they will market it and what the live elements will consist of.   
 
Global Freight Managing Director Nicole Gunter is a former Idsall School student and 
also a member of the judging panel at the national final. 
 
She said she had been keen to support her former school in their bid for business 
fame. 
 
ñI am passionate about passing on practical business skills to the next generation 
and will really enjoy working with the students to help them develop their ideas and 
give them the benefit of my experience. 
 



ñThese young people will be our future business leaders and I am very impressed 
with their drive and determination to succeed.ò 

 
Ryman Grand Finals 

 

Each Idsall team presented their proposal to judging panels in 
an óX Factorô challenge at the convention involving students 
from 150 secondary schools for the finale of a year-long 
competition that has involved 40,000 pupils in total. Among the 
participants were 11 Shropshire schools competing in the final. 
These were Adamsô Grammar School, Burton Borough School, 
Charlton School, Concord College, Ercall Wood Technology 
College, Hadley Learning Community, Idsall School, Shrewsbury 
Academy, Telford Priory School, Thomas Adams School and Thomas Telford School. 
The challenge for the groups was to showcase their skills in developing an app for 
stationers Ryman, which was founded by Mr Paphitis. The event was hosted by TV 
stars Sam and Mark, with whom our students are pictured below.  
 

Mr Bourton said, ñThis is indeed fantastic news and I fully endorse the praise to the 
students and thanks to staff who made it possible. Being the modest chap he is, Mr 
Thomas 'forgot' to mention that he was also named fifth 'Most Enterprising Teacher' 
out of about 180ò. 
 
Well done to all involved! 
 


