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Michelle King - Headteacher 

 

A Huge Thank You 
It was great to see so many students showcasing their school during open evening and open 

morning this week, it was a fully packed night with lots of positive comments and high praise.  

We are all very proud of our students and the part they played in the event, well done Team 

Idsall.   

Our latest 
We recognise we are on a journey and need to make some further changes to ensure we get things 

right, consistent and working effectively.  Therefore, we are sharing the following changes and 

reasons with you so we can all work together.  



 

October Half Term Holiday Reminder  
In our school calendar you will notice the Marches Academy Trust has a two-week October half term 

and a slightly shorter summer holiday. This break helps split up the long September to December 

term and gives families a chance to take holidays outside of the busy summer period. This year, 

students will finish on Thursday, 17th October and return on Monday, 4th November.   

Full calendar can be found here https://www.idsallschool.org/events 

Headteacher Shout Out 

 

https://www.idsallschool.org/events


A huge shout-out to Seb and Georgia in year 7 for stepping up and delivering their first public 

speaking event in front of hundreds of parents and visitors – they were absolutely amazing! Their 

courage and confidence shone through, and we couldn't be prouder of their achievement!  

School Planners 

 

Year 6 Open Evening - Huge Success! 

On Thursday 26th September we held our open evening, which was attended by lots of excited 

primary school children and their families.  

It was a very successful evening, and we are so proud of all of our pupils who helped during the 

evening - they looked very smart and engaged with parents brilliantly.  

For further details about transition to year 7, please visit our website: 

https://www.idsallschool.org/year-6-to-7-transitions 

Remember the deadline for applications is 31st October, 2024. 

https://www.idsallschool.org/year-6-to-7-transitions


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



So who was the MURDERER ...... 

 

Thank you to everyone who visited Drama on Thursday evening... We hope you had fun trying to 

solve our murder mystery!  

The murderer could be identified by the evidence marker number two - the lunchtime Drama pass.  

This means that the murderer was... Suspect two!  

Well done to those who solved the murder. 

 



Kenya Jambo 

 

Students of years 10, 11 and 12 were excited to meet with Sarah, the Regional Expedition 

Coordinator for Camps International, on Monday to listen to the exciting news on the life-changing, 

4-week expedition to Kenya, during the summer of 2026.  

Many of those students took a letter for home which gives more information on the forthcoming trip. 

There is a copy of the letter below. 

Based in two locations in Eastern Kenya, students will work on a mix of meaningful environmental 

conservation and sustainable community-based projects, having a lasting, positive impact on the 

local communities. They will also experience local Maasai culture, developing a wide range of their 

personal core skills and exploring the local areas which will include heading out on safari and visiting 

a tropical white sand beach with coral reef offshore! 



Information evening is Tuesday 1st October in the main hall - follow the link on the 

letter below to book a place and an information pack. 

 

 



Year 9 & 11 Photos 

This is a reminder that on Wednesday 2nd October year 9 and year 11 students will be having their 

individual photos taken during the morning. 

National Poetry Day 

World Record Breaking Live Lesson! 

 

Thursday, 3rd October, our year 7 students will join poet Laura Mucha and over 60,000 students 

nationwide to co-write a poem on “What Counts” for National Poetry Day 2024. 

This event aims to break the GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS title for the largest poetry lesson.  

Year 7 students have been given permission slips, which need to be completed to register their 

attendance. We're really looking forward to this opportunity, and hope that we can be part of history! 

The Army Visits Idsall 

 

Army Artillery Group Presentation 

The Army Artillery Group also visited our school to showcase their vital work in supporting military 

operations. They demonstrated how artillery units operate, focusing on precision targeting and the 

strategic use of heavy weaponry. Students learned about the various types of artillery and the 

teamwork required to execute missions effectively. This interactive presentation helped students 

appreciate the importance of artillery in ensuring safety and success during military engagements. 



 

Army Air Corps Visit 

This week, students had an exciting opportunity to learn from the Army Air Corps as they 

demonstrated their skills in assembling vehicles and flying virtual helicopters using advanced flight 

simulators. Students were able to engage with the technology and gain insights into the critical roles 

that aviation plays in the military. The hands-on experience sparked interest and curiosity about 

careers in aviation and engineering. 

Sports Leaders 2024 /25 

There have been lots of new faces show up for Sports Leadership club this week which has been 

amazing. The calendar of events for this term has been shared with students in meetings. If students 

still wish to join the club, they must attend meetings every Monday lunchtime, in E4, at 1.45pm. 

This year we will continue to develop the skills, qualities and attributes to make confident leaders 

who support the local community. In addition to our school sport calendar where leaders can gain 

hours of service for running activities, there will also be the opportunity for students in school to 

participate in a leadership award. This will require students to participate in additional training over 

the course of the year as well as creating an evidence log for assessment.  

The attached letter goes into more detail about the different qualifications on offer, and expectations 

for this year’s courses.  

Please remember that these are optional, and you can still do leadership club without having to 

complete a course.  

If you require futher details please contact Mrs Thompson. The email address can be found in the 

letter. 



 

 



European Day of Language Competition 

 

Congratulations to all the students that took part in the activities over the week for the European 

Day of Language. The competition caused a huge stir with students and staff were impressed with 

the designs and cakes that were on offer. There are a few photos below of the cakes that have been 

regretfully cut up and sold in aid of charity.  

 

 



 

 

6th Form Varsity Football 

 

Idsall sixth form boys’ football were back in action, bidding to retain their title of Marches Varsity 

Champions. A much-changed side full of fresh faces made an excellent impact with Reuben, Joe, Alfie, 

Josh and others making their first team debut. 

The boys took on 4 other schools including SJT, The Marches, The Grove, and LLS. The boys were 

undefeated throughout the group stages not conceding any goals. Progressing into the semi final 

they faced tough competition from The Marches with the match goalless and going to penalties. 

Hero Josh saving all three penalties to take us through to the final against LLS. 

LLS proved victorious scoring in the dying minutes to clinch the final 1-0.  



Well done to the boys that represented, you did Idsall proud! 

Library 

 

During break and lunch it is lovely to see the library starting to fill up with students from all year 

groups. They are in there for such varied reasons. Some use it to access the computers, some for 

reading, some play games such as chess and some just for a quiet place to be. Whatever the reason 

all students are welcome. 

Library passes are now available from the library. If a student uses the library on a regular basis they 

can apply for a library card which gives them access during break and lunch times. 

We also have the programme up and running for students wishing to borrow one of our numerous 

reading books, with more titles being put on the shelves each week, there is a book for everyone.  

Did you know research suggests that reading for 30 minutes a week increases 

health and wellbeing 

Trips 

We are presently putting together potential trips and more information will follow in the next 2 

weeks for :  

• Year 7 & 8 - France Disneyland Paris and Paris 

• Year 9 - France and Belgium Battlefields Trip 

We have also been asked by The Grove School to invite Idsall students on a Marches Academy Trust 

Trip to Las Vegas in October 2026. This is being offered to years 8 & 9.  

The trip will be to explore the geographic features of that area such as The Grand Canyon, Death 

Valley National Park, Hoover Dam and Lake Mead. 



I have attached a letter and if you wish for any more information please speak to Mrs Green in room 

G3 in the Geography Department. We will need the declaration of interest form back by Friday 4th 

October. 

 

 

What's on 

• Tue 1st Oct : Kenya Parental Information Evening 

• Wed 2nd Oct : Year 9 and 11 Individual School Photos 

• Thu 3rd Oct : National Poetry Day 



• Thu 10th Oct : Year 7 Transition Parents Evening 

• Fri 18th Oct : PD Day (School closed to all students) 

• Mon 21st Oct to Fri 1st Nov : Half Term 

• Mon 4 Nov : Back to school for all students 

• Tue 5th Nov : 6th Form Open Evening 

Feeling Safe at School 

 

• Everyone has the right to feel safe in school. 

• As a school we have a responsibility to create an environment where we all feel safe. 

Reporting a concern is often daunting as students can fear the consequences of their report and 

actions or don't want to be seen as "telling tales", but without us hearing their concerns we can 

often not pursue them.  

To help with this and to allow students the right to their voice, we have set up an anonymous online 

form which students can access and there is also a "report a concern" box by the crossroads as they 

often feel safer writing their report at home or when they are alone and posting it. 

We are working hard to stamp out bullying at Idsall as students that are targetted and bullied by 

others can make them feel scared and unhappy at school. If anyone makes you feel like this please 

report it to a member of staff you feel comfortable talking to. 



REMEMBER : if you don't report a concern and we don't know about it, we cannot help. If you report 

it we will support you and act on it. 

Standards and Expectations 

 

At the start of the school year, we issued every student with a planner designed to help support their 

daily school life as well as organise themselves and plan ahead for upcoming events.  

It is designed to help them : 

• Plan their work 

• Record their achievements 

• Set Targets for improvement 

• Review their progress 

• Manage their time 

• Understand the rules, rewards and responsibilities they work under 

Every morning during tutor time, form tutors check the planners to ensure our standards are being 

met and that students are set up to have a successful day.  

As parents/carers, please take the time to have a look through the planner if you haven’t already, it 

includes lots of important information and answers to most questions we get as a school. The 

planner is also designed as a means of communicating with the form tutor and us as a school. 



Weekly Safeguarding Focus 

 

Shropshire Council are running some “family drop ins” across various locations in Shropshire, where 

families can get support with housing, finance, SEN advice, parenting support, support for domestic 

abuse and lots more. See the poster, and scan the QR code to find out more. 

 

Notices 

• STEM club on Tuesday's is postponed until after half term - it will resume on Tuesday 5th 

November 

• If your student comes home with an item of clothing / books etc that have been accidently 

picked up can you please return it to the school reception 



• Coats / PE kit are often being forgotten, in the canteen / library at break and lunch, it would 

be a good idea if you could put your students name clearly inside somewhere. We can then 

get it returned to the student. 

Shifnal Junior Youth Club 

 

Nothing to do on a Wednesday evening  ....  want to make new friends  .... get out and about in a safe 

environment, then why not give the Shifnal Junior Youth Club a try! 

Held every Wednesday evening at the Trinity Centre, Shifnal 

There are two different groups 

• Shifnal Junior Youth Club - Wednesdays 5.30 - 7.00pm - Open to students in year 6 to year 8 

• Shifnal Senior Youth Club - Wednesday 7.30 - 9.00pm - Open to students year 9+ 

This week - Wednesday 2nd October :  

Junior Youth Club - Mug Decorating, DIY Air Fried Pasta Chips and Dodgeball! 

Senior Youth Club - Design your own Mug, DIY Air Fried Pasta Chips and Dodgeball! 

Follow this link for more information :https://www.shifnaltowncouncil.gov.uk/council_events/shifnal-

junior-youth-club/ 

Shifnal Junior Youth Club | Shifnal Town Council 

https://www.shifnaltowncouncil.gov.uk/council_events/shifnal-junior-youth-club/
https://www.shifnaltowncouncil.gov.uk/council_events/shifnal-junior-youth-club/
https://www.shifnaltowncouncil.gov.uk/council_events/shifnal-junior-youth-club/


Taekwon-Do Classes 

 

Offering Idsall pupils a 10% discount on monthly fees.  

Classes every Wednesday 6-7pm in the main hall.  

Offering two free trial classes. 

Contact us 
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